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PHIL 115: Introduction to Ethics 
Emory University – Fall 2020 

 

Instructor’s Name: Catherine Fullarton 

Class Meeting Time & Place: T/Th/F     TBD 

Office Hours: TBD 

Office Location: Bowden Hall 109 

Contact Information: cfullar@emory.edu 

 

Course Description: 

What does it mean to be a good person? What are our duties or obligations to others? Do we have 

a moral obligation to intervene when we become aware of situations of oppression or injustice? 

What do moments of ethical tension reveal about what it means to live well? 

These are the guiding questions of this course. Together, we’ll read, analyze and discuss texts from 

the history of philosophy in which ethical questions about how to live well with others have been 

central. Our goal will be to develop a nuanced understanding of the texts we study and the ideas 

they raise, to see how they can help us make sense of our responsibilities to ourselves and others.  

Excelling in this course will require close, careful reading; thoughtful preparation; active 

engagement in class; and a commitment to fruitful and respectful exchange with others. This is 

reflected in the evaluation structure. 

This course is open to all students at all levels and in all fields of study. No background in or 

familiarity with philosophy is expected or required. 

Please note: This is a 4-credit hour course. Each week, we’ll meet for three hours of lecture/class 

time. The additional credit-hour will be fulfilled through the “Engaged Philosophy Project.” 

Details about scheduling will be provided in-class during the first few weeks of the course. 

Required Texts: 

The following course texts are required. I encourage you to consult local independent bookstores 

(like Eagle Eye Bookstore and Charon Books), as many should be readily available in used 

condition. They may also be available free of charge through Emory’s library system. If acquiring 

course texts constitutes a financial hardship, please speak with me; alternate arrangements may be 

possible. Other readings will be available on Canvas, as noted in the syllabus. 

• Sophocles, Antigone, Trans. David Mulroy, Wisconsin Studies Classics [ISBN: 9780299290832] 

• David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals, Hackett Publishing [ISBN: 

9780915145454] 

• Immanuel Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, Translated by James Ellington, 

Hackett Publishing [ISBN: 9780872201668] 

• John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism, Hackett Publishing [ISBN: 9780872206052] 

• Jean-Paul Sartre, Existentialism is a Humanism, Yale University Press [ISBN: 9780300115468] 

• Simone de Beauvoir, The Ethics of Ambiguity, Open Road Media [ISBN: 9781480442801]  

 

mailto:cfullar@emory.edu
http://www.eagleeyebooks.com/index.html
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Evaluations: 

Deliverables (x7)                 20%  

Each week for the first seven weeks, you will be required to submit a short (1-2 page) written 

“deliverable,” explaining one core concept from the reading in such a way that a non-specialist 

could understand it. These assignments have been developed to support you in building and 

practicing the skills you need to succeed in the course and in the Engaged Philosophy Project. 

Prompts and further instructions will be provided on Canvas. 

Deliverables are due every other Monday by 9pm, as noted in the syllabus 

Peer-Feedback  (x7)                 10% 

Each week for the first seven weeks, students will be required to respond to a peer’s “deliverable,” 

posing questions and offering feedback to help clarify and enhance their explanations. The grade 

for this portion will consider the thoughtfulness and supportiveness of the feedback provided. 

Further instructions will be provided on Canvas. 

Peer-feedback is due on Friday, by class time (i.e., 8am) on weeks when a Deliverable is due. 

Mid-Semester Paper                 25% 

Mid-semester, you will be required to write & submit a mid-length paper (3-4 pages), clearly 

elucidating a core ethical concept or issue in relation to the course content. This paper must engage 

at least one course text in a substantial way. Further instructions will be provided in class, closer 

to the deadline. 

The mid-semester paper is due Saturday Oct. 17th by 9pm. 

Community Engagement Project               40% 

As part of this course, Emory students will plan and then facilitate a Bioethics Case Competition to 

be held at a local high school. In our class time, Emory students will learn core ethical concepts 

and practice explaining and teaching them to others. They will subsequently teach these concepts 

to high school students in weekly or bi-weekly classroom visits. Concurrently, Emory students will 

plan and facilitate a Bioethics Case Competition for the high school students – researching and 

devising the case study, and then either mentoring a team of high school students or serving as a 

judge, evaluating teams’ work and determining the winners.  

The grade for this portion will consider students’ involvement in the community engagement 

project itself (30%) and a short paper they will write reflecting on the value of applied ethics study 

(10%). Further details will be provided in-class and in Canvas, closer to the due-date.  

[*Please see the Appendices at the end of this document for further information.] 

Final Reflection Papers due Friday Dec. 11th.  

Attendance & Engagement                  5% 

This grade considers attendance and meaningful contributions to in-class discussions. To get the 

full grade, your peers must be able to count on you as a reliable interlocutor who will listen 

thoughtfully, and enhance their understanding of the material under discussion.  
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Full attendance is expected. Students are expected to attend every class, and to engage thoughtfully 

with each other and with the course ideas. As such, only one unexcused absence will be permitted. 

After one unexcused absence, students will lose 1% of their final grade for each subsequent 

unexcused absence. Please see the “Attendance” section under “Important Policies” for more. 

Grading: 

“Deliverables”  (5 x 6% each)      20% 

Peer Feedback  (5 x 3% each)      10% 

Mid-Semester Paper       25% 

Community Engagement Project     40% 

Attendance & Engagement        5% 

TOTAL        100% 

*These grade weightings should be considered guidelines rather than fixed values; I reserve the 

right to adjust for performance improvement (or diminishment of effort) over the course of the 

term. Students must complete all required assignments in order to complete the course. 

 

A Note on Writing… 

In this class, you'll have many opportunities to develop and enhance your writing abilities and your 

critical thinking. You are also highly encouraged to make an appointment with the Emory Writing 

Center for further assistance with brainstorming, writing, and essay development. 

If writing (in general, or in English, specifically) is a particular challenge for you, please don’t wait 

to seek support. Consult the Writing Center and/or come see me during office hours to discuss 

your specific concerns before the first assignment. 

 

Other Important Policies 

Attendance & Participation 

Students are expected to attend every class, and to engage thoughtfully with each other and with 

the course ideas. As such, only one unexcused absence will be permitted. After one unexcused 

absence, students will lose 1% of their final grade for each subsequent unexcused absence. 

Students who miss class for a legitimate academic, athletic or personal reason should visit the 

Office of Undergraduate Education (OUE) to have the absence documented. Absences without a 

note from OUE will be considered unexcused. 

Ex. of acceptable reasons for missing class: documented illness or exceptional personal 

circumstances. Ex, of unacceptable reasons for missing class: extended travel plans, slept in. 

Paper Extensions 

The goal of this course is to have students engage thoughtfully with difficult philosophical 

material. As such, students should plan ahead to ensure sufficient time to complete work to the 

best of their ability. Requests for extensions must be made by email at least 48hrs before the 

assignment deadline and the email must include both: (1) the reason for the request, and (2) the 

proposed new submission deadline. You will receive email confirmation if the request is granted. 

http://writingcenter.emory.edu/
http://writingcenter.emory.edu/


PHIL 115 – Introduction to Ethics         4 
 

Because they involve peer-reviews that are automatically assigned by Canvas, extensions cannot 

be granted for weekly writing assignments. Late submissions may incur grade deductions up to the 

full grade value of the work. 

Accessibility Information 

My goal is to support you, as best I can, in your learning. If particular accommodations would be 

helpful for you, I encourage you to contact the Office of Accessibility Services (OAS), who will 

work with you to determine reasonable pedagogical accommodations. Once you’ve registered with 

them, please meet with me (during office hours, or by requesting an appointment) to discuss a 

protocol that will allow you best to meet the course learning goals. 

Office of Accessibility Services: (404) 727-9877 or accessibility@emory.edu  

Technology Policy 

Learning with and from others is central to this course. Accordingly, use of cell phones and 

personal computers is not permitted in class. 

Reasonable accommodations will be made for students with documented need of technology. 

Please refer to the policies outlined in “Accessibility Information,” above, for more information. 

Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is a serious academic misconduct that could result in expulsion from the university. If 

you are at all uncertain about or unfamiliar with this term, it is imperative that you review Emory’s 

Honor Code on this subject. Ignorance of the policy is not an excuse for plagiarism. 

Emory Honor Code 

“Emory’s Honor Code is in effect throughout the semester. By taking this course, you affirm that it 

is a violation of the code to cheat on exams, to plagiarize, to deviate from the teacher's instructions 

about collaboration on work that is submitted for grades, to give false information to a faculty 

member, and to undertake any other form of academic misconduct. You agree that the instructor is 

entitled to move you to another seat during examinations, without explanation. You also affirm 

that if you witness others violating the code you have a duty to report them to the honor council.” 

(Excerpted from Emory’s Office of Undergraduate Education) 

 

Reading Schedule & Due Dates 

WEEK 1: INTRODUCTION & CULTURAL RELATIVISM 

 

R Aug. 27th   Syllabus & Emory’s Honor Code 

F Aug. 28th  
(1) Midgley, “Trying Out One’s New Sword” [PDF on Canvas] 

(2) James Rachels, “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism” [PDF on Canvas] 

 

WEEK 2: ETHICS IN CONFLICT 

 

T Sept. 1st  Sophocles, Antigone 

R Sept. 3rd   Sophocles, Antigone 

http://accessibility.emory.edu/students/index.html
mailto:accessibility@emory.edu
http://catalog.college.emory.edu/academic/policies-regulations/honor-code.html
http://catalog.college.emory.edu/academic/policies-regulations/honor-code.html
http://catalog.college.emory.edu/academic/policies-regulations/honor-code.html
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F Sept. 4th  Martin Luther King Jr., “Letter from a Birmingham Jail” [PDF on Canvas] 

 

WEEK 3: VIRTUE ETHICS 

 
T Sept. 8th  Aristotle, Nicomachean Ethics, Selections [PDF on Canvas] 
R Sept. 10th  Rosalind Hursthouse, On Virtue Ethics, Selections [PDF on Canvas] 

F Sept. 11th  
Harman, “Moral Philosophy Meets Social Psychology: Virtue Ethics and the 

Fundamental Attribution Error” [PDF on Canvas] 

 

WEEK 4: HUME & MORAL SENTIMENTS 

 
T Sept. 15th  David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals, pp. 13-19 
R Sept. 17th  David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals, pp. 20-50 

F Sept. 18th  David Hume, An Enquiry Concerning the Principles of Morals, pp. 51-82 

 

WEEK 5: METAETHICS – MORAL LUCK & DUTY 

 
T Sept. 22nd   Thomas Nagel, “Moral Luck” [PDF on Canvas] 

R Sept. 24th  
J. O. Urmson, “Saints and Heroes” [PDF on Canvas] 

 Optional Further Reading:  

Carl Elliott, “Constraints and Heroes” [PDF on Canvas] 

F Sept. 25th  Immanuel Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, Part I 

 

WEEK 6: KANTIAN ETHICS 

 
T Sept. 29th  Immanuel Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, Part II 

R Oct. 1st  Immanuel Kant, Grounding for the Metaphysics of Morals, Part II 

F Oct. 2nd 
Immanuel Kant, “On a Supposed Right to Lie because of Philanthropic 

Concerns” 

 

WEEK 7: UTILITARIAN ETHICS I 

 

T Oct. 6th  
Jeremy Bentham, The Principles of Morals and Legislation, Selection [PDF on 

Canvas] 

R Oct. 8th  John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism 

F Oct. 9th   John Stuart Mill, Utilitarianism 

 

WEEK 8: UTILITARIAN ETHICS II 

 

T Oct. 13th  [Fall Break – No Lecture] 

R Oct. 15th  
Peter Singer, “Famine, Affluence, Morality” [PDF on Canvas] 

Optional Further Reading: “The Gift,” New Yorker 

F Oct. 16th  Robert Nozick, “The Experience Machine” [PDF on Canvas] 

 

WEEK 9: NIETZSCHE’S CRITIQUE OF MORALITY 
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T Oct. 20th  Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, Preface & First Essay 

R Oct. 22nd  Nietzsche, On the Genealogy of Morals, First Essay 

F Oct. 23rd  Lennard J. Davis, “Constructing Normalcy” [PDF on Canvas] 

 

WEEK 10: CARE ETHICS 

 

T Oct. 27th  
Nel Noddings, Caring: A Feminine Approach to Ethics and Moral Education, 

Selections [PDF on Canvas] 

R Oct. 29th  Virginia Held, The Ethics of Care, Introduction & Chapter 1 

F Oct. 30th   Virginia Held, The Ethics of Care, Chapters 2 & 3 

 

WEEK 11: EXISTENTIALIST ETHICS – SARTRE & BEAUVOIR 

 

T Nov. 3rd Sartre, Existentialism is a Humanism, pp. 17-39 

R Nov. 5th   Sartre, Existentialism is a Humanism, pp. 39-54 

F Nov. 6th   Beauvoir, The Ethics of Ambiguity, Part II, pp. 37-45 

 

WEEK 12: EXISTENTIALIST ETHICS – BEAUVOIR II 

 

T Nov. 10th Beauvoir, The Ethics of Ambiguity, Part II, pp. 45-62 

R Nov. 12th   Beauvoir, The Ethics of Ambiguity, Part II, pp. 62-79 

F Nov. 13th     Beauvoir, The Ethics of Ambiguity, Part III, pp.79-103 

 

WEEK 13: EXISTENTIALIST ETHICS & RESPONDING TO OPPRESSION – FANON & ANZALDÚA 

 

T Nov. 17th Fanon, “On Violence,” Selections [PDF on Canvas] 

R Nov. 19th   Fanon, “On Violence,” Selections [PDF on Canvas] 
F Nov. 20th    Gloria Anzaldúa, “How to Tame a Wild Tongue” [PDF on Canvas] 

 

WEEK 14: CONTEMPORARY MORAL ISSUES I 

 

T Nov. 24th  [Judith Butler, “Can One Lead a Good Life in a Bad Life?” [PDF on Canvas] 
R Nov. 26th  [Thanksgiving – No Lecture] 

F Nov. 27th   [Thanksgiving – No Lecture] 

 

WEEK 15: CONTEMPORARY MORAL ISSUES II 

 

T Dec. 1st  [TBD in relation to students’ interests & Engaged Philosophy Project] 

R Dec. 3rd    [TBD in relation to students’ interests & Engaged Philosophy Project] 

F Dec. 4th   [TBD in relation to students’ interests & Engaged Philosophy Project] 

 

WEEK 16: COURSE CONCLUSION 

 
T Dec. 8th  [No Readings – Course Conclusion] 

Final Disclaimer: 



PHIL 115 – Introduction to Ethics         7 
 

This syllabus should be considered provisional. The instructor reserves the right to make changes 

to the syllabus at any time, as the course progresses. Such changes will be reflected in the version 

of the syllabus available through Canvas. 

Grading Scale:   

 87.0 - 89.9 B+ 77.0 - 79.9 C+ 67.0 - 69.9 D+ 

93.0 - 100.0 A 83.0 - 86.9 B 73.0 - 76.9 C 60.0 - 66.9 D 

90.0 - 92.9 A- 80. 0 - 82.9 B- 70.0 - 72.9 C- Below 60.0 F 

 

 

 

Appendices: 
 

Course Proposal:  

 

My ideal, for this course, would be to partner with a local high school with either (1) the student 

interest, but perhaps not the resources, to support an after-school Ethics Club, or (2) a school with 

existing Philosophy or Ethics curriculum whose student population would benefit from liaising 

with Emory University students, as a bridge to the university experience and for the additional 

pedagogical resources. I would teach this course so that the content of the university course aligns 

with (but exceeds) high school curriculum; university students would learn and discuss the 

philosophical material during scheduled course time, and then teach the relevant core concepts to 

high school students during a once-a-week visit to the partner high school class. The early weeks 

of the university course would include mini-lessons on philosophical exegesis and communication, 

to equip students to simplify and explain complex philosophical concepts in an approachable way 

that prompts further discussion. 

 

Courses with this structure have been successfully undertaken elsewhere – e.g., Penn State offers a 

university course designed to have college students engage philosophically with high school 

students (more information here), and, at Emory, a research program between Emory & Lithia 

Springs High School, examining the relationship between water currents and bacteria in the 

Chattahoochee River. The success of High School Ethics Bowls (link below) also attests to the 

value and popularity of ethics-based extra-curriculars amongst high school students, and provides a 

model for high-school-level ethics-based curriculum that could be implemented in this context.  

 

Travel expenses for Emory students (to and from the high school) would hopefully be funded 

through a mini-grant from the Mellon Interventions Project or from the CFDE. If this course is 

approved, I would reach out to local high schools, over the spring and summer, to discuss potential 

opportunities and to begin planning. The goal would be to work with the high school teachers’ 

existing curricular needs and to find the best ways to support these. 

 

If partnership with a local high school does not work out, the course would be taught with the 

same goals of equipping students to communicate philosophical concepts to a non-specialist 

audience. The Community Engagement Project would be revised to include a weekly “Ask Me 

Anything About Ethics” booth at the Emory Farmers’ Market, where students would be tasked 

http://web.sas.upenn.edu/phil4young/
file:///E:/Philosophy%20PhD/Fellowships%20&%20Funding/Mellon%20Interventions%20Project%20Public%20Scholarship/Emory%20University%20&%20Lithia%20Springs%20High%20School%20team%20up%20for%20significant%20Chattahoochee%20River%20research%20project
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with engaging their peers on topics relevant to their questions and concerns, and reporting back to 

the class about their learning, discoveries, insights, and challenges. 

 

Resources for Teaching Ethics in High School: 

 

National High School Ethics Bowl (link). 

Guide for Preparing for the National High School Ethics Bowl (link) 

Penn State University Course to Engage Philosophically with High School Students (link and link) 

Hastings Center Report: “Inside a High School Bioethics Club” (link) 

NYU Langone Health – High School Bioethics Resources (link) 

Kennedy Institute of Ethics – High School Ethics Curriculum Project (link) 

 

Emory Resources & Supports for Community Engagement Projects: 

 

Emory University & Lithia Springs High School Chattahoochee River Research Project (link) 

CFDE Community Engaged Learning resources (link) 

[Student Waiver for Off-Campus Community Engaged Learning Activities (link)] 

CFDE Mini-Grants (for off-campus travel to the local high school) (link) 

CFDE Fund for Innovative Teaching Grant (link) 

CFDE Community-Engaged Learning Grant (link) 

https://nhseb.unc.edu/
https://nhseb.unc.edu/files/2014/06/A-Guide-to-Preparing-for-the-National-High-School-Ethics-Bowl.pdf
http://dailynous.com/2019/12/11/course-teach-university-students-engage-philosophically-high-schoolers/
http://web.sas.upenn.edu/phil4young/
https://www.thehastingscenter.org/inside-high-school-bioethics-club/
https://med.nyu.edu/highschoolbioethics/
https://highschoolbioethics.georgetown.edu/archive/
https://newsandviewsusa.com/academic-bridge-georgia-water/
http://cfde.emory.edu/resources/community-engaged/index.html
http://cfde.emory.edu/resources/community-engaged/student-waiver-community-engaged-learning.html
http://cfde.emory.edu/funding/teaching/mini-grants.html
http://cfde.emory.edu/funding/teaching/fit-grants.html
http://cfde.emory.edu/funding/teaching/community-engaged-learning-grant.html

